THE ONLY WAY TO GET HIM 
OFF A CASE IS...TO KILL HIM! 


Don McGregor's hard-boiled private eye is on 
another violent case. Film noir realism in comics, 
as Gene Colan’s gritty drawings come to life through 
new color techniques and full process separations. 
A 4-issue mini-series for the direct market. 
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WHAT 0O THEY THINK WHEN THE ELUININER EARTH SHELTERS, 

ABOU, IN THEIR: BEDS WHEN ROOTS PRESS AGAINET THEIR 

BENEATH THE Z GACKS LIKE CREASES IN THE 7) 
BOCES. eee aidll) 


AS WITH ROOTS AND TREES, ALL 
THINGS APOE AIRE DETERMINED 
3Y WHAT LIES BURIED BENEATH? 


AIVONGET THE FOUNCPTIONS. 
OF THE WORLD, PRE THEY CONTENT? 
20 THE YELLOWING RIBS STILL 
GRATE TOGETHER INA 
WOSTALGIC FARODY 
OF BREATH? 


WHAT 00 THEY TALK 
ABOUT; ( THEIR BEDS. 
BENEATH THE GROUND? 
WHAT 00 THE READ 
PEOPLE TALK ABOUT... 
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"CHARLOTTE, YOU ARE \y 


TAINTED, YOX/ ARE pam 
REPULSIVE 7o ME, 20 (ae ie “7HIS,..THING THAT 
YX! UNDERSTAND 7 Rite! YOU HAVE CONSORTED 
lis WITH k3 LOWER THAN 
AN ANIMAL! 


Speak erisher! 

HURTING MY ARM! 

ben Pegs tack 
THING... 2 


"owas CANINE 10 
WATCH, CHARLOTTE, 
sn cee 
THAT POST (ae 8 
FINE...” 


on 


j y) 
nna 
HY Ay esta 
fh s 


i 


"WOW, CHARLOTTE 
ee ee 
SAID THAT WERE 
Atl NO LLLPERENT 
BENEATH THE SKIN, 
- We 
Dene 
TEST, 


¢ ep BY 

LEW WEIN 
ann BEl 

WRLGHTSON 


g COULD YOU RUN ~ Y'KNOW, IT SOUNDS HE CLAUNS.. THE PARNER 
THAT 1S STIRRING VUTHIN: THe: 


THAT BY ME AGAIN, TO ME LIKE HES Just 
LEADING YOU AROUND COUNTRY... WIL SBORILY, 5,. 


NOPE, EVEN THE KIDS UP AT YEAH, THEY 'RE DOING 
THE HOME HAVE BEEN QUIET THIS BIG NEW SOAP 
LATELY. IT'S SHAPING UP INTO OPERA THAT'S GONNA 
A GOOD SUMMER. ENocks EST IOAN, eeeng AI pe 
T HEAR EVEN THE Gal < <| 


= 
WORK SITUATIONS IT'S THIS SORT-OF 
LOOKING UPA LITILE ISTORICAL 
SINCE THE ZV. PEOPLE Hi lee 
ARRIVED... « THEY'RE SHOOTING ITUP | | EARNING GOOD MENIEY 
AT THE OLD JAcKsav A | BY BECOMING SLAVES 


: 


YEAH, L GUESS, IT WAS 
THINKING OF Y'KNOW, GOING 


ANGELA CAMB GIN ~ 
'T, ANO RICHARD DEAL, 
AND GULLY CARLTON. 


ALEC, THIS 7RAVELING 
BUSINESS... LETTING YOUR 
BODY DIE IN CVE PLACE AND 

R GROWING A WW ONE 
SOMEWHERE ASE... 


WELL, I GUESS THEY'LL CLEAN 
~/ THE WHOLE AZACE UP BEFORE 
SHOOTING STARTS, SO \T WON'T 
OFFEND YOU FOR MUCH LOWGER. 


SOMEONE DID 
SOME TESTS TO 
MAKE SURE. 
BLOODSTAIN 
MUST BE MORE 
THAN A CENTURY 


i TwishH * 
THEY'D CLEAN 


ANGELA , YOU KWOW 
THAT'S AN (WGREDIBLY 


OH, SO IM RACIST, . 
BUT CARLTON'S BLACK POWER 
STUFF IS OKAY BECAUSE HES 


P HONESTLY, RICHARD, 
EVERYTHING HE SAYS, YOU 
JUST LAP/T UP, IT'S 


OH,NOW 200K, ORUIAETIC L 
Y THAT'S REALLY OVER- - 
SIMPLIFYING A COMPLEX IF YORE SO AVERSE 


POLITICAL SITUATION. ‘oe ewe [| TO RACISM, HOW COME 
se ANYWAY, IF YOu'RE 60 YOU SIGNED UP TO PLAY 


eee oy ANCE [iA Stave B08s 2 
G 
YOU SIGNED UP FOR 

1'M DOING IT 


TL. DON'T CARE HOW BIG SHE IS, OR MAN, I DON'T SEE NOTHIN’ BUT 
HOW GOOD SHE'LL BE FOR THIS PROBLEMS! CO0K-AT THIS PLACE... 
SERIES! THAT WOMAN IS A SOW PROBLEM! HOW LONG’S IT BEEN STANDIN’ 
ANDA G/GOT, AND TL AIN'T 7O¢/CHIN’ EMPTY, FALLIN APART LIKE THIS? 
HER, UNDERSTOOD 7 ae 


 BiLLY,WECAN % 
FIX IT, USTEN, TRY 
TO RELAX AROUND 
THIS SERIES A 
LITTLE,.. 


d FRANKLY, SINCE 
"BREAKING EVEN 


THAT'S (RELEVANT: 
T'M DOIN' THIS SHOW SO 

I. CAN MAKE A POLITICAL 

STATEMENT! NOTHING ELSE 


HEY, BILLY, WHAT'S U7 YOU? YOU 
SHICE? OUT OR SOMETHIN’ 7. 


LISTEN, AFTER “SRAKING 
EVEN” TL THOUGHT WE 
HAD AN AGREEMENT: NO 
BLOW AROUND THE 

SET, RIGHT? 


BILLY, BILLY, BILLY... WHY VO 
BI we ” 6 


I You 20 THiS TOME? COME ON... 
LET'S GET OUTSIDE IN THE 
| 


AND L/STEN,.. DON'T WORRY 

ABOUT THE SERIES, LIKE THE 

LADY SAID, "TOMORROW (3 
ANOTHER DAY.” 


ONE. WHO'S 
WATCHING? 


I CALLED By THE AL é 2 Ss 


SET TODAY AND PICKED UP 
A LITTLE PART-TIME GOPER I DUNNO... 
MAYBE L'VE BEEN 
HANGIN’ AROUND 
zt A 7 

L THINK THEY JUST LOSE 

TOUCH WITH KEAL/7¥, Y'KNOW? 

IT AFFECTS: igs PERSONAL: 


YOU HEAR 7HAT, MAN? YOU THINK 


I’M GONNA GET DOWN ON MY KNEES fj 


AND SAY "4H MOST POWERFUL 
SORRY” TO THE GREAT WHITE 
WHALE OVER THERE AFTER 7HAT 7 


y BILLY, IT'S 


WE'RE CERTAINLY NOT 
CLOSED TO INPUT ON & 
SCRIPT LEVEL. \F YOU 
DON'T LIKE THE LINE, 
WE'LL CHANGE IT, 


IF ANYBODY'S 
OPEN TO MY 
INPUT, T SAY WE 
KEEP THE LINE 2 
AND Ale OF 


NOW, & EVERYBODY. FINE. OKAY, 
it CAN OKAYS BILLY, WE'RE 


READY WHEN 
WE'LL JUST FINISH RUNNING 


THROUGH THIS SCENE AND THEN 
WE'LL CALL ITA 24% 


BILLY... JUST 7RY TO DO IT. 
FOR ME. AND IF YOU 
DON'T LIKE THE LINE, 
JHOPROVISE 


THAT'S 
GREAT! \T'S NOT IN THE 
SCRIPT, BUT IT'S GREAT 
DO YOUR LINE SAME AS 
&SUAL, ANGELA 


DIDN'T MEAN 
TO SPEAK 
OUTTA TURN. 


PLEASE... 
TH-THOSE ARE 
NOT PROPER 
SENTIMENTS 
FOR SOMEONE 
OF YOUR 
STATION... 


TERRIFIC! BILLY, L LOVE THAT NEW 
DIALOGUE, WE'LL LEAVE IT IN, JUST TRY 
TO REMEMBER THAT ANGELA'S 
CHARACTER IS CALLED “Y dg 


WHERE THE HELL VID 


"CHARLOTTE" COME 
FROM? 


CONTINUED ON 2ND PAGE FOLLOWING. 


Bubble 
Gum 
ef 


Whoopee. 
Insult Book Cushion 


‘Any 2 - 88¢ ea. 
Any 3 - $2.50 
- $3.25 
Any 5 - $3.95. |Fly 
fl Parking Tickets |Add $1.00 Post. |Trap 
{ HOW TO ORDER: Cut out ad Clearly check off 
items you want Smallest order is 2 items plus & 
t posta je. You must add $1.00 postage and 
I handling: Money back guarantee. Free catalog & 
Johnson Smith Co., Dept. 3307 
Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043. 
oe os oe on 


BOOKS 


"250,000 in atock, complete Marvel & DC | 
Groups from 1835-1983. Also T.V. Guides, 
Jt U.N.C.L.E,, Doc Savage, [| 


james Bond, 
Mage, Dark Shadows, T.V. avengers, | 


Disney, Movie items, etc. From 1900-1 
We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 
HOWARD 0. ROGOFSKY 


Box 128, Rosedale, ONS., N.Y. 11422 | | 


SHER = chauffeur 40°27 


lists 45.000 words by sound. If you can say it. 
you can look it up. Send $5.45 (check or money 
orden to Pilot Light. Box 305A. ‘Stone Min... GA 
30086 Satisfaction is guaranteed or your 
money back Atlow three weeks for delivery 


SHUT OFF MOM!! 


Dad, Brother or Sister whenever you 
want! Look at friends & laugh! Nobody 
knows the secret but you! Rush $1.00 
for your no noise hideaway secret 
earplugs. Nobody will know! SSSSH- 
Suite 458, 444 Hudson St., New York, 
N.¥. 10014. , 


Write advertiser direct for information. 
For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE, N.Y. N.Y. 10017 


STAR ROCKS 


‘/ REAL METEORS! From the moon or 
passing comets? Studied by NASA. Struck 
earth at 25,000 mph over. 750,000 years 
ago. AWESOME! Fact book. authenticity 
certificate and viewing case included. 
Send $5.00 for 1. $9.00 for 2, (we pay 
shipping). 

New World Expressions.16 Miraflores Ave. 

#5, San Rafael, CA 94901-3668 


ATTENTION VIRGINIA 
Ifyou are traveling this summer 
come see us at 
DAVE’S COMICS 
VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 
7019E THREE CHOPT ROAD 
RICHMOND, VA. 23226 
(804) 282-1211 
You won't be sorry. 


WHAT IS NINJA? 


You can be told these deadly tech- 
niques!!! Ultimate in Set? Defense! $1 
for more details. ° Instant self defense. 
system, $4.95. * WNinja Combat 
System, $6. * Ninja Throwing Star & 
Caitrop. $5. DEFENSE ARTS, 
IMC.,P.0, BOX 1028, SMVRNA, GA 
32088, 


‘Actual 
Meteor 
1"3" long 
(Black) 


Bill Cosby says: 
J ‘Ifyou cant 
send you, 


P28 send money.” 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


American 
Red Cross 


‘Scotch Piaina, NJ07076-0450 
ADD POSTAGE) 
HANDUNG 
from $4.95, 
SBS9AAd 


GOLDEN STATE COMICS 


‘Send: 35 for comics selina list 
and FREE protective comic baa, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or snsit our store: 


The Am School been 

eiping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL 

T HOME in sparetime, by correspon. § 

lence for almost 80 years. DIPLOMA . 

t AWARDED ... see if we can help you. 5 
‘American School, Dept. 20910 

850 East 58th $1 Chicago, IL 60637 
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3 MiL COMIC BAGS 
$5.25 per 100 bags 
include 25¢ for catalog - 


EMPIRE COMICS 
572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616 


FREE! AUTO RACING CATALOG. Racing F 
T-Shirts & Caps, Posters, Sew- A 
jecals, Books - EARN FREE GIFTS! 
ND 4 22¢ STAMPS FOR POSTAGE » 
RACING 2807 Hennecin #202 Mols.. MN 55408 


Thousands of Marvels & OCs 
For catalog send 75€ to; 


CENTORCOMICS 
122.E. 42 St.eNew York, NY) 10168 
A division of Centormesia inc. 


Be the ist to have a 
Haliey’s Comet T-Shirt. 
Neon: 


A E 436, M 38-40, plus $1.95 
duit: 
( 42-44, XL 48.49 postage 
Also Official Comet Stickers 
that will brighten up your 
lunch pail, notedook, wall, mirror or 
anything. 5 for $1.95 plus 35¢ postage 
Send to: Soreen Systems Outiet 
P.O. Box 2515 
Zanesville, Ohlo 43701 
Allow 4-6 wks delivery. 


COMIC GRAB BAGS 
100 DIF. MARVEL - $26.00, 100 DIF. DC - 
$25.00, 100 DIF. MIXED PUBS. - $21.50, 
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PASSAIC BOOK CTR 
594 MAIN AVE. - DEPT. 51 
PASSAIC, NJ. 07055 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, 
355 LEXINGTON AVE.. N.Y.. N.Y. 10077 


Inc.. 


\ BILLY, My AV! HEY, LISTEN UeAVE Me 3 
THAT WAS SOME ALONE, OKAY? AND Quit > 
HOT FEKPORIANGE, WITH ALL THIS “NY AV” TW GONNA GO GET ME 
BRO:.. 4 STUFF. US CULORD? FOLK SOME SLE, SOMEPLACE 
DON'T SAY THAT ANYMORE! A AWAY FROM YOU TURKEYS. 


B-BUT... BILLY, 
YOU KWOW TI DON'T 
MEAN To APPEAR 
PATRONIZING IN ANY 
WAY... 


HEY; WHY PICK.ON ME? 
WHAT DID Z GO? 2 , eS 


C'MON, ANGIE... YOU HERE JUST FANE, 


STILL WANT TO DRIVE DOWN 
SAI 


f Lt 
‘i SYMPATHIZE. 
with Him 


os, GO, LIKE, FROM WHAT I SAW, THEY be, THAT BILLY CARLTON. 
OUST GTCH AND ARGUE ALL THE TIME, 
TI DUNNO WHY I TOOK ON THE WORK 
OUT THERE. IT'S NOT LIKE I REALLY 
NEED THE MHWEY.. 


A BIRD? IS 
IT DYING 2g 


UH, ALEC... % 
WH-WHAT ARE 


"NO; OF COURSE NOT. 
THAT'S WHAT T LIKE 
ABOUT LIVING WITH YOU... 


SOMETHING * 
NEW EVERY 
DAY. 


MNiitresse SilverinEg 
Offering of flowers to “ek 


hitresse Lorvant,: 


$4 


HEY, WHAT'S WITH GOD KNOWS, I GUESS ITS NO, BUT THE FLOOR'S 
THE EXTRAS 7 WHERE SOMEBODY'S EYRTHOAY, 'Y ENOUGH | | SAFE TO STAND ON, so 


Y'KNOW, SOME OF THEM 
HAVE BEEN SLEEPING OUT THEY GOT IT 
HERE NIGHTS? YOU GO FIXED UP 7 


‘6 WHAT, AN' YOU THINK 
THINKIN’ LIKE A SLAVE 
COMES ANY EASIER TO Me? | 


CARLTON, THAT'S NOT 
LISTEN, DENNIS... TM STILL WHAT T MEANT, ANO 
HAVING TROUBLE WITH THE YOU KNOW IT... 
CHARACTER HERE. THINKING 
LIKE A KACIST |S SO 
WFICUET,... 


¥, IT'S YOUR cee. 
pep eat 


[ 


A new town, a new member, 
anew beginning! 


: Pi 7 
AY ¥ Sees. eS aS 
AS w x E Site A Loe 
gursinens ~*~ ¥, 
0 . 5 ™ 
A proven bestseller. 


Now in deluxe format. 
DC Comics. A whole 
new universe awaits you! ™ Hy 


TM & Copyright '6 1985 DC Comics inc 


: 5 ES RR Selon eS! 


mouths 


“It’s chewy and juicy and . 

yummy and fruity. And that’s all 
2 to say ‘cause I’m going to 

eat my Twizzlers candy now” 


ny ep es 


YOU'RE NOT FIT TO SAK 
TO ME! YOU'RE NOT FIT 
TO LICK MY SHOES / 


Be ITISN’T YOUR 
PURCE TO RESENT 
ANYTHING / 


ee 


YOU PEOPLE ARE pamneo gil 1”... AND You SAID You 
| Z&eKY TO WORK HERE AT Ql | WeRE HAVING Feagems/ | | 
RICHARD, THAT WAS 
FABULOUS / JEEZ, I.,.0 DIDN'T 
MEAN TO A/F YOU 
ONE THING: WILL EVERY- UKE THAT... 
BODY LEASE REMEMBER é 
THAT ROBERTALAND IS 
THE NAME OF THE REAL 
PLANTATION, IN THE 
SHOW ITS CALLED 
" FROVIDENCE © 


HUT ME? 
WHAT [S THIS, < ss 
SOME KINDA HEAP OKAY, EVERYBODY. 
TRIP OR SOMETHIN’2 - LET'S TRY SOMETHING 


—. FROM THE NEXT SCENE. 
ir ’ a : CUT TO EVENING. 
EME 9, : ; 


IN FOUR DAYS TIME, YOU'VE ALL HAD LONG ENOUGH TO 


EVEN WORKING NIGHT XT GUESS IT's LIKE 

AND DAY, I DON'T KNOW PATIENTS IN AOSATHLS.... REHEARSE AND.SCAK UP THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE 
HOW THIS HOTEL GOT LOCATION. I FIGURE WE'RE KEADY..- 

FRED UP 60 FAST? : ; 


ne THINGS FOR 
SURE.., THEYRE 

GETTING READY FOR 
SOMETHING! 


UH... RICHARD, SURE, THE EX7RAS, 


THOSE AREN'T SPIRITUALS THEY'RE 
SINGING OUT THERE, Y'KNOW, THEY HAVE : D-DON'T You ISN'T THAT WHAT 
: | MEAN HE A << 


THEIR OWN RELIGIONS... s = 
WHO €¢5E WouLD EXTRAS” ?_ ANN 

I WE'BE TALKING ABOUT? bk \Y/ WONDER WHERE THE 
aE \,: OTHERS PRE? PROBABLY 


We NES en” INSIDE SOMEPLACE , 
a , PORING OVER THEIR 
Ses i LINES... 


Now On Video For You To Enjoy At Home—Anytime! 


CARLTON? 
WHAT ARE You 
DOING HERE? 


I JUST, UH, T JUST GET KINDA 
DEPRESSED AROUND HERE, IT'S 
THIS PLACE, T... 


I SUPPOSE THAT ONCE SHCO7/VG STARTS NEXT 
THURSDAY, WE'LL BE SEEING A LOT OF EACH OTHER. 
MAYBE I CAN HELP TAKE YOUR MIND OFF THIS STU! 


WELL, UH, HAWKE, 

CHARLOTTE, T’D LIKE THAT 
oe fs 

\ 


UH, 
5 LISTEN... / I'D BE GRATEFUL 
: IF YOU WOULDN'T TELL 
MY MANAGER ABOUT THIS. 
I, UH, L PROMISED T 
Ee WOULDN'T 00 IT AROUND 
; THE SET... 


ALAS 
INNTAVDATUNN_AHNNUNNS 


ANWR 


pom 


LISTEN, BILLY, I KNOW WE'VE HAD OUR 
acl BUT... WELL, NEXT TO RICHARD, J 


TL HATE TO 
SEE YOU BECOME A 
SCAVE TO THIS WHITE 


Y STRAIGHTEN YOURSELF 00/7, 
BILLY, KEEP AWAY FROM 
THE WHITE LINES. 


; Z Pe HEY, NO SWEAT. Z'VE BEEN 
ZF ALICE, IT'S ~2_ AMI RUNNING AROUNI SET ALL 
; Zin. ABBY CABLE, 1 HELP < MORNING AND LM PRETTY 
z WITH THE KIDS UP AT fas VACANT 70. PLUs, TM 
ELXSILIN LAWNS, WHERE YOU 4 i WORKING Af 1HE AOME THIS 7 
SERVE THE ZCMCHES, YOU fas Wea ArFIERNOON! 
WORKING PART-TIME OUT ‘ AFR : 


HEY, WHAT'S NO.,,NO) IT AIN'T FOR KEEPIN! 
WITH THE SALT 7 NOTHIN’ OUT, : 

IS IT SOMETHING I...T DUNNO, IT 
THE FILM PEOPLE OUST FELT LIKE 
ASKED YOU To D0? : SOMETHIN’ I QUGHIA 

\ es 00, Y'KNOW? 
THEY TRYIN' TO - 
KEEP SLUGS OUT 
OF THE GRAVEYARD 
HERE OR SOMETHING? 


UH, SURE... LISTEN, ALICE, 
THIG ECW 16 GETTING 
PRETTY FYERCE. MAYBE YOU 


«+ LIKE, T SEE HER UP AT THE 
HOME WERY 4Y; BUT... 


IT'S THAT PLACE, 
17'S GOTA REAL 
ATMOSPHERE 
HENGNICNES 


THINK ABOUT WHAT 
CONSTANTIVE SAID, 
WITH LOUISIANA 
BEING (VEXT AND 
EVERYTHING, THE 
MORE T THINK YOU 

SHOULD CHECK IT 

p Ou7. 


ALEC; I DUNNO.. - T_KNOW IT WAS THE FIRST 
I THINK MAYBE WE DAY. OF FILMING , BUT THE 
SHOULD GO THERE ATMOSPHERE AROUND THE 

TONIGHT, ft SET WAS SO ELECTE/C. 


LIKE EVERYBODY 
WAS WAITING 
FOR SOMETHING, 


YOU, UH, AREN'T GOING TO 
SAY THAT IT'S TOO DANGEROUS } 
AND THAT I SHOULD STAY 

Be HERE, OR ANYTHING 7 


UH, YEAH. 
YEAH, THATS 


THIS IS RACLLOLG ! We'RE . e IRES? THIS WHOLE 
SUPPOSED TO BE SHOOTING t T SAID WHERES ew eur OF Conte! f 
MIGHT FOOTAGE AND EVERY- } ANGELA?” T NOBODY TAKES ANY ONCE 
BODY WANTS 1O FARTY/ HAVEN'T SEEN HER OF Me... 

eel ate AROUND ANYPLACE.,.. I MEAN, THAT 

WHO GAVE i TUNE YOU'RE WEARING. 
ANYBODY ZERMIESION en THE ONE T 
LTO LIGHT THESE ARES?) ee SECHED. 


WHERE'S 
CHARLOTIE? 


UH... WELL, 
YEAH, T THOUGHT I SAW HER 
AND BILLY GO INSIDE EARLIER GV. 


WHAT OF IT? YEAH, SO WHAT? 


LISTEN , RICHARD, T DON'T HAVE : 
TO PUT UP WITH: THIS MALWVESS/ MY 
CONTRACT SAYS T NEEDN'T TOLERATE 
ONREASWABLE BEHAVIOR! 

_ WANNA REAP ITZ 


IT'S INMY 
CONTKACT, 
RICHARDS 


T,., L DUNNO. I JUST FEEL 
LIKE THERE'S SQMETHING 
WRONG WITH ALL THIS... 
Y'KNOW, WITH YOt/ AND ME 
AND EVERYTHING,.. 


HARD FOR We, 
COMING TO 72RNS 
WITH THIS. 


Ze 


WE'RE FROM DIFFERENT 
BACKGROMINOS, BUT WE CAN 
OVERCOME THAT... af 


“TONIGHT THERE'S 
Just 6, WILLIAM, 


JUST 4ALO ME, 
WILLIAM, NOTHING WILL 


WHAT'S GOING ON 
OUT THERE? WHAT ARE 
ALL THESE ARES FOR? 
—e 


CHARLOTTE , YOU ARE 74/V/ED. YOU ARE 
REPULSIVE TO (NE, 00 YOU UNCERSTAND 7 


, " 


THIS... 7HING 

THAT YOU HAVE 
CONSORTEO WITH 
1S LOWER THAN 
AN AMMALL 


SSs 


BETWEEN YOU; 


CAN'T 7K STRAIGHT.-- 
MR, CINDER? T KEEP GETTING PCIURES: 
CAN SOMEBODY IN MY HEAD... 
TELL ME WHATS 
GOING OV? JERRIGLE PICTURES... ALL 
THAT 81000... ALL THAT 
CRUEL, 


FD ON 2ND PAGE FOLLOWING 


DC CHALLENGE is a special issue 
maxi-series available only through ‘ 
specialty stores and this subscription ad. 
It features a different writer/artist team on “ 
eachissue, using characters from DC’s 50 year 
history, trying to “stump” the next team with their 
cliffhanger endings. It'll be lots of fun! Can you solve it 
before we do? We'll set aside enough issues tosendyou 
the entire series, if we receive your order by Sep- 
tember 30, 1985. Any orders received after this date will 
bereturnedtoyou. You may receiveyour firstissuesina 
batch, depending upon when your order gets pro- 
cessed. Each issue will be sent in a plastic wrapper, 
protected by a cardboard stiffener, so you can save this 
collector's series for years to come. 

‘TM indicates Trademark of DC Comies Inc. © 1985 


OMS 


SATE 


ay 
ay 

2 Hurry! I don’t want to miss out on this once 
4 ina lifetime offer. Enclosed is my check for 
Ff” $15.00 for a subscription to DC CHALLENGE 
ao (avoney order or check must be in U.S. Funds). 
* Please add $2.00 if delivered outside U.S.A. Please 


“” send books to (print legibly): 


i 


Account #. 
(if current subscriber) 


Address 


City. State. Zip. 


Make checks payable to DC Comics Inc. Mail this coupon (or a 
photocopy) today to: DC Comics Subscriptions/Box 1308-R Dept. 
DCC/Fort Lee, NJ.07024. This offer valid through 9/30/85. 


NOW.,. CHARLOTTE HERE HAS OFTEN MR. JACKSON... PLEASE, MR. WESLEY? YOU'RE | 
SAID THAT WE'RE ALL NO DIFFERENT JACKSON, I DIDN’T MEAN NO HURTING MY ARMS 
BENEATH THE SK/V. L PROPOSE WE HARM, THE LADY ASKED ME /7v..- WHERE ARE YOU 
PUT THAT TO THE 7E57. TAKING...2. . 
MBS, JACKSON, ~> WESLEY, T’LL : YOU'RE 
TAKE THIS TELL THe TO LET $00 AWYZHIIVE! : ong. COMING TO WATCH, 
CREATURE OH,GOD, SS ESO CHARLOTTE. ALL” 
DOWNSTAIRS RIGHT.,.OVER By 
TO THE CELLAR ay THAT AST WILL 
AND FLAY IT. 00 FINES 
eee} —_ 
5% 2 % 
B 
DROS. 
gy \ 
Ve NY 
“, 
is y 
\ nan / 


WO. ‘Mo, “WO 
My, WONOHO We 
oHGOL.. 


OH, GOD, 

ALEC, CAN YOU 
mB FEEL IT? 

IT'S COMING TO 

LIFE! THE WHOLE 


PLACE IS COMING 
TO LIFE? 


You people had a fot to say about “The 
Nukeface Papers,” 80 this month we're 
going to tuth the floor over to you, and 
fet you Say it! See you next issue when 
Swamp Thing's caught up in “the night 
of the living dead” and other atrocities, 
a8 our current story reaches its unex- 
pected conclusioni—Karen 


Dear Crew, 

SWAMP THING #35 was exception- 
al, as usual. The script was gritty yet 
poetic, squeezing every last drop of 
meaning from the words; the art was 
wonderfully dark and foreboding, with 
slimy things crawling around the edges 
of the panels and threatening our 
‘security (a story like this should threaten 
the reader, mind you). 

Little things | like: the irony of the 
name “‘Blossomville”; the imaginative 
cover; the constantly falling fruit burst- 
ing with a rotten sound; the awful decay 
of Bob/Ed; Swampy’s pathetic attempts 
at trying to get up after toched by Nuke- 
Face. So that's it for this issue's praise; 
why go on? You know you're doing this 
book right, | know you're doing it fan- 
tastically, and everyone knows this book 
is thought-provoking. 

Which leads me onto the thoughts 
you provoked in me. It's frightening and 
sad that something as terrible as radio- 
active contamination can occur, but 
what’s worse is that Nuke-Face still 
can’t see how he’s been used and 
abused by industry and government 
alike. Just as awful (and, to me, infurl- 
ating) is the “trust in God, if he didn't 
want it to happen he would have 
stopped it” attitude, as exemplified by 
Wallace Monroe and his “Treasure.” 
People must think for themselves, not 
believe the words of some smiling 
official telling you how the radioactive 
leak is “small,” posing “minimal 
danger”; we all know how deadly the 
stuff is, how it and chemical toxins can 
kill for centuries or millennia inthe most 
horrible way, genetically. 

The signs are everywhere; the wind- 
blown newspaper reports throughout 
the issue pointed this out. Companies 
are negligent; the tragedy of Bhopal 
demonstrated this. And in a world 
where governments provide money so 
they can reap the plutonium benefits 
from the nuclear power plants they 
finance, there's a terrible kind of self- 
fertilization that can only result in 
flowers like Blossomville. After the 
events of Bhopal, no one can say, “It 
was a dream ... 1 can... forget it... and 
return ... to sleep..." It's everyone's and 


everything's world and those we put In 

charge of looking after it can no longer 

be trusted to do so. That task falls to us, 

Thank you for "The Nuke-Face 

Papers," part one, | eagerly look forward 
to part two, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Dito 

13 Cameron Ave, 

Earlwood 2206 

Sydney, Australia 
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Dear Ed, 

May | first congratulate you on making 
SOTST the most unique and terrifying 
“mainstream” comic on the racks today. 
Alan, Steve, and John couldn't have 
happened to a better book. It is my 
humble opinion that SOTST is the 
sleeper of the decade. No hot air. 

Just read #35 and although | was 
more than mildly freaked out by Steve 
‘and John’s cryptic illos, somehow the 
story was not sufficient to scare me. Let 
me explain. 

Years ago they begun a multimillion- 
dollar lock and dam project on the Red 
River. Although the dam meant jobs, we 
Louisiana folk have often wondered just 
why we needed one. What unholy 
bargain had our governor sealed? Play- 
ing know-it-all, I've often suggested that 
the dams were bullt to make the Red 
River navigable enough to transport 
nuke and/or toxic waste to dump sites 
in La, : 

Early this year, we in Louisiana will 
have a living, functioning nuclear plant 
fight in Saint Francisville. St. Francis- 
ville is located about 30-40 miles north 
of Baton Rouge. This plant is less than 
50 miles from my home and family. Now 
THIS is sufficient enough to scare mel! 
To my knowledge, this is LA's first nuke 
plant (I found out about this one only 
recently by accident) and with all the 
rotten places to locate it, St. Francis- 
ville was chosen. 

St. Francisville, by the way, is one of 
the most beautiful places In LA (or the 
world for that matter). She's covered 
with huge ancient oaks and antebellum 
homes. It impresses even myself and | 
invite everyone to come take a look at 
her soon ... just in case, 

Now, assuming the new nuke waste 
does come up the Red River, it will pass 
within a mile from my home. What I'm 
getting to is that NO fiction can match 
the reality of what nuke waste and 
steam can do. In light of this (EX- 
CUUUUSE that pun), what we need isto 
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form solutions and decisions about 
fhukes, Preaching its “disadvantages” 
only bores people unequipped to under- 
stand, SOTST #35 was a valiant effort, 
and although the story was entertain- 
ing (that IS its major purpose, isn’t it?), 
I'm afraid it's simply that. Entertaining. 
| urge all anti-nukes to get smart 
about nuke laws and unite. U-N-I-T-E. 
In the future it would be interesting to 
see Swampy journey to St.F. And 
although our new plant doesn’t see 
much media coverage (LA’s motto— 
“Hide itl’), I'll try to keep you posted. In 
the meanwhile, call me Nuke-Face. if 
you'll excuse me now, Ed, | need (heh 
heh) a drink. 
Yours, 
JP Shannon 
Star Rt., Box 9 
Effie, LA 71331 
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Dear Alan, Stephen, John, John, and 
Tatjana, 

SWAMP THING #35 is another ins- 
tant classic. Yeah, | know, everybody 
says that about every issue now, but It's 
particularly true this time. The allegor- 
ical correlation between vagrant 
alcoholism and reactionary patriotism 
was chillingly brilliant. The first victim 
was 4 hippie radical, no less! When! say 
that this is like a Lovecraftian Gothio 
rendition of the “Snowbirds Don’t Fly” 
issue of GREEN LANTERN/GREEN 
ARROW, I'm not just name-dropping! 

Nukeface is a horror we all bear in the 
recesses of our fearful collective un- 
conscious. The trepidous premonition 
that nuclear disaster is inevitable 
haunts us all. An entropic personifica- 
tion of such a cataclysm, bonded to the 
telltale characteristics of its misin- 
formed and myopic (and ultimately self- 
destructive) supporters, however, is 
almost too accurate in its irony. 

Thank you very much for providing 
some reverse-propaganda (as in Pasko's 
#8) on the Nuclear Issue. God knows, 
we need it. | hope SWAMP THING #35 
has a profound effect on your younger 
readers, if not the adults. For some of us 
(adults), our political views are too 
entrenched and Orwellian to see the 
forest for the trees, Youth, in its pristine 
ignorance, has yet to learn “the ramifi- 
cations of sociopolitical complexities,” 
Guess what, kids, the adults are wrong! 
Politics is the amoral handmaiden of the 
likes of Uncle Arcane. Ever hear the 
saying “War is Life; Peace is Death"? 
Church of Satan founder Anton LaVey 


wrote that. Isn’t it curious, then, that 

government is based on this credo? The 

Harnessed Atom is the worst affront to 

God ever perpetrated by man; it kills 

everything! Thank You for bringing this 
fact to attention. 

Yours Truly, 

Steven Feldman 

50 Barnes Street 

Providence, Ri 02906 
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Dear People, 

1 have been listening to all the talk 
about the new, high-quality, thinking- 
being’s SWAMP THING for some time 
now, but ! was sure | wasn't interested 
in it. And besides, | figured, that talk | 
was hearing was probably wrong. But | 
contined to hear praises, and being 4 
fairly intelligent and (above all) open- 
minded person, | finally went out and 
bought a few. 

To coin a phrase, the rumors were 
tight. This stuff is good. My initial 
purchase was #'s 31-34 plus the 
annual, and | must say I’m impressed 
with the way a clichéd horror creature 
has been turned into the focus of intel- 
lectual discussion of our world. | am 
currently gathering #’s 20-30. 

| have also just read the brand-new 
#35, and while | agree with the view of 
nuclear fission (though the point was a 
bit overdone?) | would like to note that 
there is a huge difference between that 
and nuclear fusion. | am constantly 
amazed at the number of people, intelli- 
gent people, who do not seem to know 
that while fission produces vast 
amounts of harmful waste, the process 
of fusion does not. Fission yields energy 
from the release of forces in the nucleus 
of an atom by splitting it, thereby leav- 
ing the leftover parts that were not 
released as energy. Fusion does almost 
the opposite. By fusing together the 
atoms of hydrogen, there are derived 
two basic products: energy and helium. 
There are no vast amounts of radio- 
active waste. 

These are simplified explanations, but 
they are basically accurate. | give them 
here for the benefit of anyone who did 
not realize there were two types of 
nuclear power, or who did not know 
what the difference was. 

Of course, there may always turn out 
to be problems with nuclear fusion, but 
few if any are foreseen now. The only 
current problem is that we can’t do it 
yet—we’re still several years away from 
that technology (plus or minus more 
years based on funding or a lack of it). 
Potentially the process for fusion might 
involve some drawback, but as | said, 
none are foreseen. 

The problem of finding an energy 
source for the future is the greatest one 
humanity has faced. And that “future” 
is only 20 or 30 years away. Either 
something is done now, or there will be 
a massive collapse of civilization the 
likes of which the world has never 
known. It does not help that the news is 
full of the latest on “the oil glut’ in the 
OPEC countries. The fact is that oil 
sources are finite and are running out. 


Nuclear fission is not the answer we 
want to have, but as of now there is no 
answer at all. Some safe and adequate 
energy source must be found. Perhaps 
nuclear fusion is that source, but in any 
case let us hope that one is found. 

Phew. | guess that's my lecture for 
today. Now everyone go out and find a 
safe energy source. And hey, Alan, 
Steve, John, Karen, Tatjana (great 
name), and John—keep up the good 
work, it keeps us all thinking. 

Thanx, 

Sivan S. Wall 
2000 J St., #6 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
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Dear Karen, 

“The Nukeface Papers part I (SOTST 
#35) hit close to home. And | mean 
close! 

In that melange of newspapers on 
page 3, there’s an article on toxic fumes 
killing two men and hospitalizing a third 
man in serious condition. If you scrutin- 
ize the print closely, you'll see the event 
took place behind a Howard Johnson’s 
restaurant. When the misfortune oc- 
curred, | lived across the street from that 
very same HoJo’s. (Or perhaps | lived 
across the street from the Earth-Prime 
counterpart of that very same HoJo’s?) 

All in all, a good issue, served up dark 
and gloomy, just the way i like it. |guess 
Tatjana Wood deserves some of the 
credit for that. 

Just when Swampy was starting to 
look invincible, he’s felled—by toxicity. 

Take care, 
Arthur Vidro 
241 Maple Place 
Mineola, NY 
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Dear Editor: 

SWAMP THING #35 was realistically 
handled, as have been all issues since 
number 20. The visions of total destruc- 
tion on pages 6, 7, 11, and 13 are so 
breathtaking and impressive that you 
can’t take your eyes off of them. Thereis 
a warning hidden in these panels; a 
warning to the world powers, including 
America. The emotions present are 
heart-stopping, topped only by the 
silvery tear shed by Swampy on page 13, 
panel 2. 

He sees there is ajob to do and does it, 
no matter what. Thank you for a true 
hero, 

Most Sincerely, 

Rex Gambill 

109 Stonefield Court 
Warner Robins, GA 31093 
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Dear Editor, 

Just read SWAMP THING #35, “The 
Nukeface Papers” part one, and while it 
wasn't quite as blatantly horrific as 
other recent issues, it certainly had its 
moments. The subject of the tons and 
tons of hazardous waste material that 
are accumulating in the United States, 


with no 100% safe and sound method 
for its disposal, is probably one of man- 
kind’s most potentially lethal 
problems—particularly under the 
leadership of Ronald Reagan, whose 
sympathies obviously lie with corporate 
business and not with the environmen- 
talists, | suppose it will be up to some 
future generation to come to grips with 
it, since the present one seems inclined 
to pooh-pooh it under the rug. 
Yours truly, 
Gary Kimber 
80 Searle Ave. 
Ontario, Canada 
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Dear DC, 5 
J loved the plot of SWAMP THING #35. 
You should think about putting this 
issue out and telling people “this is how 
it feels when someone dumps toxic 
waste in your backyard.” I'm serious, 
guys| You should even send home 
copies to Congress, the President, and 
his friends. You never know! It sure 
wouldn't hurt, in fact, it might help the 
Prez get off his arms kick and show him 
what his little games are doing to people 

and Swamp Things! 

Sincerely, 
Scott O'Dierno 
(no address given) 
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Dear muck-encrusted people, 

| started reading the new SWAMP 
THING with #29 and have been hope- 
lessly hooked ever since, Are you sure 
you don’t put some addictive substance 
in the ink that is seeping into our 
systems through our fingers? The 
Suspense, the art, and especially the 
refreshing originality ... 've never seen 
anything like this before, peoplel 

“The Nukeface Papers” proves my 
point. The character of Nukeface is dis- 
turbing enough, but then we have that 
underlying horror throughout the story 
... that unmistakable sense thatallis not 
right and that we can’t do anything but 
let the creative team lead us into what- 
ever dark corridors they wish ... this is 
beautifully orchestrated terror. Oniy @ 
couple of Stephen King’s better novels 
brings up this sense of uneasiness. 
(And, for some reason, | /ike it...!) 

My vote for this year’s Most Unfor- 
gettable Scene in Comics: On page 21, 
we see the Swamp Thing, of all char- 
acters in the DC Universe, backed up 
against a tree recoiling from Nukeface, 
whispering (ironically), “What... are... 
your” 

| eagerly await SWAMP THING #36. 
How can you possibly top this last issue? 
Funny, though... | say that about every 
issue ... and you always do! 

Michal Jacot 
404 East State St. 
East Tawas, Mi 48730 
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All I wanted 
to do that night 
was go to sleep. 
Tam an early- 
morning riser, as longtime 
readers of this column know. 
When I'm on the road at comic 
conventions, I generally stay up late, 
but I still get up early. SoI usually am 
very tired. The San Diego show, being 
the longest (and three time zones 
away), also leaves me the weariest. 
Well, 1983 was no different and all I 
really wanted was to get some sleep. 

It was pushing 2 am when I walked 
into the lobby of the Executive Hotel. 
As I started towards the elevator I was 
charged at by a thundering herd of 
maddened animals. Actually, it was a 
couple of my writers—good-natured 
folks like Mark Evanier, Len Wein,and 
Marv Wolfman. They certainly seemed 
excited by something. Well, as Mark 
explained, they came up with an idea 
for 4 new series and had waited in the 
hope of telling me about it and 
soliciting my approval. 

I, however, could think only of that 
nice large bed a few floors up. 

That, alas, was not to be. The 
thundering herd jumped onto the 
elevator with me and took me up... but 
past my floor. We went straight to the 
roof and Mark explained that it was 
there they had the brainstorm. I stiffled 
@ yawn and said, “OK, give me the 30, 
second version.” 

. Mark, Len, and Marv began 
explaining it to meall at once. held up 
ahand. “One of you. Mark.” Taking the 
cue, Mark launched into his 
explanation about a series which 
would be designed for one writer to top 
the next over 12 issues. They had 
already come up with a title, THE DC 
CHALLENGE (Hmm, nice sound to 
that) and decided it was the biggest 
thing to happen since Krypton blew 
up. 

They kept on and on about how 
wonderful and original the concept 
was and how it'd never been don 
before! I kept thinking back to the bed 
now just a few floors below me. 

“Sure. We'll do it. But to keep things 
straight, I'll edit it. Now I'm going to 
sleep.” And so I went, leaving behind 
the sounds of whooping and hollering. 
I overed later that they had 
decided to throw me off the roofifl had 
said no. Lucky for me I'm a pushover. 

As I fell asleep, convinced they 
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O Swamp Thing 41: Zombies, voodoo, 
black magic, and the American Gothic 


would forget about it in the morning, 
the series started to take shape. They 
put 12 pencillers’ names ina hatalong. 
with 11 writers’ names. Then, pairs 
were pulled out to establish the order. 
Mark knew he had something going 
when his was the first name out of the 
hat. Before the security guard chased 
them off the roof, all 12 teams were 
lined up (with all 11 writers convinced 
they could plot the finale together). 

Before the convention ended, Mark 
had typed up a quick plot and got 
everyone to approve it. I got to see it 
last—or almost last. Still, it was an 
interesting story involving Superman, 
Batman, Wonder Woman, the Riddler, 
Perry White, Jimmy Olsen,and Adam 
Strange. 


Time went on and within two months, 
we worked out all the technical details 
for the series and work began in 
earnest that fall. The first issue was 
penciled, dialogued, and lettered 
before the end of the year. Shortly after 
the new year began, Len picked up the 
gauntlet and started the second issue. 
By then, however, I knew this wasn’t 
going to come out quickly. The series 
uses so many of our top talents that it 
has to be fit in between their regular 
assignments. 

T also knew that this was going to be 
harder work than a regular comic 
because it entails a lot of coordination. 
I asked newly hired Bob Greenberger 
to work with me as assistant zoo 
keeper. Together, we got the first 
several issues moving along. Alas, just 
as I didn’t have time to edit the series 
by myself, it was painfully obvious I 
couldn't ink it all either, as originally 
planned. 

Eventually, other people who 
immediately said yes that warm 

ening or the following 

unable to do their chapter 
when the time came. We made as few 
changes as possible and the final tally 
pretty much resembles the original list. 
Everyone's enthusiasm started 
running high on the project as we 
neared having enough issues 
completed to put it on the schedule. We 
even put together an early sneak 
preview for the third DC SAMPLER last 
fall. 

A few snags cropped up, the sort of 
everyday problems that slow up the 
best-planned projects. Finally, IknewI 


continues. 

O Batman and the Outsiders 26: 
Kobra invades Outsiders HQ! 

O Green Lantern 193: Johnand Katma 
battle Replicon—Guy Gardner speaks! 
D Sgt. Rock 405: They were black 
soldiers fighting two wars! 

D Warlord 98: Morgan enters the eye 
of truth to learn the New Atlanteans’ 
origin! 

O Blue Devil 17: A red skies party in 
Hollywood brings back the 
Fisherman! 


couldn't give the project my best 
attention and turned it entirely over to 

1b, who took up the task with his usual 
burst of boyish enthusiasm. 

And so we're ready at last. Around 
mid-August, comic specialty shops 
will be treated to the first phase of the 
DC CHALLENGE in our special delu: 
format. 

The rules were really very simple. 
Writer A begins the story and the sub- 
plots, leaving Writer B with atleast one 
cliffhanger. Writer B must get out ofthe 
cliffhangers, advance the story and 
up cliffhangers for Writer C. Part ofthe 
catch is that writers cannot use the 
characters they are associated with,so 
Mike Barr, for example, couldn’t use 
the Outsiders. Also, no new subplot 
could be added without a previous one 
being resolved. Titles were left along 
with the cliffhangers and clues. Each 
writer has picked up the CHALLENGE 
with a great deal of enthusiasm only to 
call back a few days later wondering 
why they ever said yes in the first 
place. 

T've seen the first half so far and it 
looks like a great deal of fun. Somuch 
so that I was determined to be a part of 
this and have agreed to ink one 
chapter. 

For the record-keepers out there, 
here is the line-up: 

1. Mark Evanier, Gene Colan & Bob 
Smith 

2. Len Wein, Chuck Patton & Mike 
DeCarlo 

3. Doug Moench, Carmine 
Infantino & Bob Smith 

4. Paul Levitz, Gil Kane & Klaus 
Janson 

5. Mike W. Barr, Dave Gibbons & 
Mark Farmer 

6. Elliott S! Maggin, Dan Jurgens & 
Larry Mahlstedt 

7. Paul Kupperberg, Joe Staton & 
Steve Mitchell 

8. Gerry Conway, Rick Hoberg & 
Dick Giordano 

9. Roy Thomas, Don Heck & Karl 
Kesel 

10. Dan Mishkin, Curt Swan &Terry 
Austin 

11. Marv Wolfman, Keith Giffen & 
Romeo Tanghal 

12. Everyone, George Pérez & Terry 
Austin 

Looks like a lot of fun, doesn’t it? Why 
don't you try the first issue and see if 
you can solve it before we do. One hint: 
we're all making it up as we go along, 
so nothing may be as it seems! 

Thank you and good afternoon. 


See 


O Who's Who 8: Forever People! 
Freedom Fighters! Forgotten Heroes! 
Flash! More, more, more! 

O DC Comics Presents Annual 4: 
Superman and Superwoman by 
Maggin, Barreto, and Ordway! 

O Talent Showcase 19: The final issue 
boasts the Desperados! 

O Infinity, Inc. 19: Commander Steel 
leads the Infinitors against the JLA! 
O New Teen Titans 13: The starship 
from Tamaran is to bring Starfire 
home—guest stars galore! 
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